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"ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The Seventh Meeting of the present Session will be held at 
the Shoreditch Central Library, Pitfield Street, Hoxton, N., on 
Wednesday, April 14th, 1920. 

The proceedings will commence at 7.30 p.m., but previously members 
will have an opportunity for inspecting the Library, which contains an unique 
Local Collection, as well as a very valuable collection of books on Furniture, 
the manufacture of furniture being the predominant industry of the Borough. 
At the Meeting the Borough Librarian, Mr. Wm. C. Plant, will take the 
Chair, and Mr. Gurner P. Jones, B.A., of the Stepney Libraries, will read a 
paper on ‘‘ The Library, the Cinema and the School.’’ The Library is easily 
reached from all parts of London, the nearest Underground Station being Old 
Street on the City and South London Tube. Cars from Bloomsbury and 
Poplar pass the end of Pitfield Street, while ’buses from Wood Green in the 
north and Shooter's Hill in the south, stop at the corner of Old Street, and 
several other lines run through Shoreditch. 

The May Meeting will be held on the 19th day of the 
month at Woolwich, and will include visits to the Plumstead 
and Eltham Libraries. 

The 25th Annual Meeting will be held at University 
College on adate yet to be arranged. Nominations for 
Officers and Council will be required: full details will 
appear in the May Journal. 


PROCEEDINGS. 
LIBRARIANSHIP OF THE FUuTURE. 


By Miss M. Gitpert, M.L.A. 


The March General Meeting was held at the Central Library, Fulham, 
on Wednesday, 10th March, at 7.30 p.m., the Borough Librarian, Mr. W. S. 
C. Rae, being in the Chair. Light refreshments were generously provided, 
and visitors were given an opportunity of seeing the working and arrangement 
of a modern open-access library. The Minutes of the February Meeting were 
read and confirmed, after which the Chairman read a paper by Miss Mizpah 
Gilbert, M.L.A., librarian, Liverpool Library, Lyceum, of which the following 
is the substance. A good discussion followed. 


I have given an ambitious and controversial title to the 
few remarks I am going to make. I am going to talk about 
that upon which most people can be very eloquent and about 
which nobody knows anything. But if I can start a 
discussion, and if that discussion is provocative of thought, 
then our time will not be wasted, 
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The future—“ What is coming who can say ?”—runs 
the refrain of an old song. Can we see through a glass 
darkly ? is it our duty to foresee ? to surmise? to anticipate ? 
What I believe to be coming and approaching very rapidly 
is the placing of Librarianship, as a profession, upon a 
university basis. Within the last twenty years a great 
change has taken place in what I may be allowed to term— 
the spirit of Librarianship; the change that has culminated 
in the foundation of a School of Librarianship under the 
University of London. The need for the qualification of a 
librarian, other than by practical experience, has been 
recognised by authorities outside the actual profession; and 
the fact that this School is made possible through the 
munificence of that business-like body, the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust, is a most significant acknowledgment of 
the evolution of Librarianship from a half-way house between 
the professions and trade to its rightful position among the 
professions. 

Now, if you will permit me, I would like briefly to outline 
what I believe to be the essentials of librarianship of the 
future. These essentials are:—(1) Amalgamation; (2) 
Qualification; (3) Specialisation. 

During the American Civil War, President Lincoln was 
asked definitely to use his influence in favour of the abolition 
of Slavery. He replied:—“I am not for slavery, I am not 
against slavery, | am for the Union.” In these brief remarks 
to you I am taking the liberty of paraphrasing these words. 
In what follows I ask you to believe that I am not for the 
Library Association ; I am not against the Library Assistants’ 
Association. I am for the Union of Librarians. As a 
profession we are too divided; some are of the Library 
Association, some of the Library Assistants’ Association, 
some of other District Associations. We are all librarians. 
We should be one body, one whole. Will you allow me to 
read to you the opinion of one of our foremost librarians :— 
“With all sorts of changes in prospect the Library 
Association should be strengthened. Every librarian not a 
member ought to become one. The remaining district 
librarians ought to surrender their independence and range 
themselves beside the main body. Most important of all, 
the Library Association and the Library Assistants’ 
Association should amalgamate. Hitherto these Associations 
have held off from each other. This need not be so; and 
must not be so any longer if we can win renewed strength 
from Union. The Library Association should amend its 
constitution to incorporate the junior association and to 
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guarantee assistants a share in the management of the 
united bodies. I know some assistants think that they would 
lose control of their affairs were their Association amal- 
gamated with the Library Association. But that would not 
happen if they were admitted to the United Association on 
equitable conditions of membership.” This letter of Mr. 
Savage’s puts the argument in so concise a form that to add 
to it is almost superfluous. But I do urge that from 
whatever standpoint you view amalgamation you must accept 
the position. Assistants to-day are divided, they are 
practically voiceless. Why to-day haven’t assistants the 
ability to formulate what they desire and the power to 
enforce that desire? Because the Library Association 
controls the library world and only those assistants who 
belong to it have any influence on what it does. Take the 
position of school teachers to-day. They arestrong, a power 
in the land, because united in the National Union of Teachers. 
Their cause is brought by representatives directly before 
Parliament and Councils, and woe betide the oppressor of 
an elementary school teacher! We too must emerge from 
locality and regard the matter nationally—internationally. 
In Liverpool and other places you find strong and live 
Associations which do well. But they would do better, and 
would be helping their colleagues in the smaller towns to do 
better, if they with them were united. 

In the second part of my argument I am going to speak 
about the necessity for qualification. I know I am talking 
to the converted, you all agree that qualification is desirable, 
but I wonder if you are all as convinced as I am that in the 
immediate future qualification will not merely be desirable, 
it will be imperative. 1 believe the time is approaching, 
perhaps already is, when uncertificated library assistants 
will rank as do uncertificated teachers, and only certain 
minor positions will be open to them. This is  fore- 
shadowed in the Report of the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust for 1916. 

“One aspect of the public library movement seems to 
present features requiring careful consideration by all bodies 
in it. The importance of the librarian as the vitalising link 
between the books and their readers seems apt to be 
overlooked, or—at all events—not placed in its proper 
perspective. Even if the provision of books is adequate 
both in quantity and quality to the population to be served, 
it will be of little avail unless an efficient staff exists for 
administering it. At present the attitude of the local 
authorities is too frequently to regard the Librarian as a 
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person whose sole duty is to hand books over a counter, and 
to consider that an employé with the slightest qualifications 
and training is sufficient for the purpose. The term 
“ Librarian” is lightly used; too often is it applied to an 
official who is placed in charge of a collection of books with 
a very meagre knowledge of their contents and still less 
knowledge of the profession to which he purports to belong. 
This attitude on the part of some authorities results in a 
salary being paid which is totally inadequate for the 
responsibilities of the position. The inevitable result is that 
the profession, as it stands to-day, offers little or no attraction 
to a person with ambition and who has a future to provide 
for. Probably there is no other profession which demands— 
under present conditions—such slight qualifications and 
training from those who enter it. The position might be 
compared with that of the medical profession more than a 
hundred years ago. At that time students of medicine were 
apprenticed to apothecaries and surgeons and then “ walked ” 
the hospitals, picking up the elements of knowledge which 
gradually equipped them for their career. To-day the training 
of a medical student is a long and exacting one which has 
gradually been evolved by the progress of medical science. 
It is, perhaps, a matter for surprise that so much good work 
has been accomplished in so many library centresconsidering 
the disabilities of training and of status under which officials 
have worked.” 

As the Report implies, any person to-day, as we in several 
cases have known to our dismay, may be appointed a librarian; 
but do you think that happy-go-lucky system is likely to be 
continued? I donot. Public librarianship, as we are now 
so often being told, is in the melting pot; and if to public 
libraries much will be given, of them much will be required. 

I come to the third and last part of my tentative remarks, 
in which I want to suggest the necessity of specialisation. 
A specialist is defined as “a person who devotes himself 
to a particular branch of a profession, art or science—one 
who has a special knowledge of a particular subject.” 

There are hundreds of things in our profession as, of 
course, in every other, that demand specialisation. Certain 
subjects, for instance, classification and cataloguing, have their 
specialists. But think of all the other subjects! The wide 
area of knowledge covered by the syllabus of the Library 
Association contains opportunities for us all. Bibliography 
is a forest waiting yet to be fully explored. 

Every librarian in the country who collects every item 
of local interest is doing most valuable work, but if each 
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librarian in the country specialised on one particular thing 
the world of literature and librarianship in particular would 
be greatly benefited. If you ask me in what direction you 
should specialise, I would reply “ Upon any subject that 
especially interests you.” For as Chesterton says in his 
“ Heretics,” “ there is no such thing on earth as an uninter- 
esting subject, the only thing that can exist is the uninterested 
person.” 

We succeed at what we aim. “ Men do not succeed by 
chance; chance may put them in a position of power, but, if 
they do not possess capacity they will never hold the place.” 

Much has happened during the last five years. The 
the war has been the means by which many women have 
obtained positions they otherwise could not have secured. 
And many have done well, justified in every way their 
retention in these positions. But merely to do what others 
have done is not sufficient. Women must realise that to-day 
more than ever, if a woman when earning her living is to be 
considered as on a level with man, she must do more than 
the man. She’s got to drove her equality. And I would 
urge my women colleagues to do all they can to the very 
high utmost of their ability; but in one thing do better than 
anybody else—specialise ! 

I am speaking to-night to young men and women 
ambitious, I hope, of succeeding in their profession. To you 
who have the future in your hands. A force outside of us is 
to-day turning the thoughts of man in fresh directions, filling 
our minds with other and we hope higher ideals than those 
of our forbears. The world belongs to the young—make the 
most of it you can. 





YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 


The Annual Meeting of the Yorkshire Branch was held in the City Art 
Gallery, Leeds, on Wednesday, January 14th, by kind permission of Mr. 
Alderman Willey, Chairman of the Art Gallery Committee, and Mr. T. W. 
Hand, City Librarian. Mr. Councillor F. Bentley, Chairman of the Leeds 
Public Libraries’ Committee presided, and he was supported by Mr. 
Councillor T. Pearson, Mr. Alderman Clarke, Mr. Councillor Benton (all 
members of the Leeds Public Libraries’ Committee), and Mr. A. Furnish, 
Chief Librarian, York. About 60 members from Leeds, Batley, Bradford, 
Harrogate, Halifax and Sheffield attended. 

Councillor Bentley, in extending a welcome to the members, said the 
passing of the recent Libraries Act opened out the way for progressive work 
throughout the library world. He thought library assistants would have 
greater opportunities of proving what could be done for education through 
the libraries. In spite of the great strides made in education, he did not 
think the majority of children who left the elementary schools were in a 
position to appreciate the class of literature which was good for them. One 
direction in which the work of the library assistants would be of great value 
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to the community, was in guiding the boys and girls who were to be the 
citizens of the future. 

Mr. T. W. Hand (Leeds City Librarian), also joined in the welcome, 
remarking that the Government had recognised the work which had been 
done by the Libraries of the country, and had passed an Act removing the 
limit of the rate call which could be made by authorities for library 
purposes. It seemed to him to be the right step to take, to enable the 
civil authorities to spend any amount of money they might think necessary in 
this direction. Hitherto, public authorities had been able to provide for the 
physical requirements, and even the amusement of the community, but when 
it came to the cultivation of the mind, the authorities were up against the 
fact that they could not go beyond a certain limit. It seemed to him to bea 
very illogical position for the authorities to be in. That embargo had now 
been removed, and he thought public authorities, in many cases, would feel 
that they were able to make their libraries real supplementary aids to the 
educational system. 

THE NEW OUTLOOK. 


Mr. W. Benson Thorne (Hon. Secretary of the Library Assistants’ 
Association), gave an address dealing with the New Prospect. The incubus 
under which the libraries had been suffering, he said, had now been removed. 
Authorities now had unlimited spending powers, and the question was, 
‘“What was going to happen?’’ Personally he thought it was inevitable 
that there must be a very considerable development. He could not conceive 
that the libraries could go on merely doing the kind of work they had been 
doing. There would have to be development and extension in al! directions. 

What was the development to be? They wanted the best and most 
comfortable libraries they could get, but he did not think this was the kind 
of development they should have in mind. He thought they all knew what 
books meant, and understood the pleasure to be derived from them, and he 
did not think they should rest content until every man, woman and child had 
their own particular books for every particular occasion. So far as the 
assistants were concerned, he thought the future lay with the qualified 
man or woman. Mr. Thorne added that he was not in favour of turning 
the Library Assistants’ Association into atrade union movement. A discussion 
followed, in which Mr. Councillor T. Pearson said that there were people on 
local authorities who had no sympathy with the libraries movement, but 
matters were improving. They were now getting men on these authorities, 
whose existence was not bound up in ‘‘ making brass,’’ and who had a 
much broader outlook than some of their predecessors possessed. 

After tea the Annual Business Meeting was held. The Minutes of the last 
Annual Meeting were read and confirmed, and the Annual Report of the work 
of the Branch for the year ending December, 1919, was read and approved. 

—— Report of the election of Committee and Officers for 1920, was then 
read. 


President ... ... Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds) 
Vice-Presidents ... Mr. J. A. Butterfield (Bradford). 
Mr. N. Treliving (Leeds). 
Hon. Treasurer ... Mr. W. Procter (Leeds). 
Hon Secretary .... Mr. R. W. Parsons (Bradford). 
COMMITTEE. 

Miss Blenkinsop (Bradford). Mr. F. Haigh (Halifax). 
Miss Hummerston (Leeds). Mr. R. Haxby (Leeds). 
Miss Rhodes (Leeds). Mr. E. Judson (Bradford). 
Mr. F. J. Boardman (Huddersfield). | Mr. E. Osborne (Sheffield). 
Mr. E. H. Gillgrass (Hull). Mr. W. Pollitt (Leeds). 


Mr. H. Goulden (Huddersfield). Mr. W. Robertshaw (Bradford). 
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The rest of the evening was devoted to a Social—Dances, Songs, Violin 
Solos, Monologues, Games, etc., being the main items of the programme. 

Generally, a very successful and enjoyable meeting was held, and the 
enthusiasm displayed throughout augurs well for the future. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


The Fifth meeting of the Session was held at the Earlston Library, 
Liscard, on Friday, February 13th, Mr. E. C. Wickens (Chairman of the 
Association) presiding. Councillor A. Wrigley, B.A. (Chairman of the 
Wallasey Libraries Committee), kindly attended and gave a short address in 
which hecordially welcomed the members of the Association, and remarked how 
deeply thelibrarian's profession appealedtohim. Hecongratulated those present 
upon their choice of a profession. Several Chief Librarians were present :— 
Miss K. Fearnside (Waterloo), Miss Mizpah Gilbert, (Liverpool Library, 
Lyceum), Miss F. G. Hatfield (Great Crosby), and Mr. C. H. Hunt (Bootle 
—President of the Association). Mr. William Wilson, F.L.A., Chief Librarian 
of Wallasey, opened a discussion on ‘‘ Affiliation with the L.A.A."’ In a 
précis of compact and logical thought, Mr. Wilson outlined the philosophy 
of professional amalgamation, setting forth the pro. with much sympathy and 
persuasion. 





Brown, J. D. Manual of Library Economy. Third and 
Memorial Edition. Revised and rewritten by W. C. 


Berwick Sayers. 16 + 519 pp. 84-in. x 5}-in. 1920. 
Grafton. 25s. Od. net. Cloth. 


This new editon of the library assistant’s and librarian’s ‘‘ Bible’’ 
appears at a most opportune moment, for by the time this review appears in 
print, British librarianship will have entered upon a new epoch of its history, 
as a consequence of the operation of the recent Act abolishing the unreason- 
able rate limitation. 

As we have only a limited space at our disposal, we hasten to say that in 
his province as an editor, Mr. Sayers has done his work exceedingly well. 
The revision is extensive, and in many cases indeed it is even drastic, while again 
and again subjects are discussed at length, which Brown dismissed altogether 
or referred to in a most summary fashion. It is interesting to take the three 
editions of the work and to set side by side certain of the chapters. By so 
doing, the reader will be able to trace the development of the ‘‘ library idea’’ 
in this country. Certain things for which Brown had to “ apologise,’’ and 
which in 1903 were only in a very experimental stage, are now taken quite for 
granted ; while many things figure in the new edition which were absolutely 
unknown or unthought of in those days. 

The general appearance and arrangement of the book is very much the 
same, but with a number of new illustrations, including an excellent portrait 
of Brown. The paper compares favourably with the quality of paper in 
general use to-day; the type is clear, and the pages are remarkably free from 
errors. The only weakness lies in the binding, which is certainly not as 
strong as one would have wished, in view of the hard usage to which the 
book is likely to be subjected. For all that, however, viewed as a whole, we 
have a textbook of which the editor, the publishers and ourselves may be 
justly proud. 

Adverting to the question of errors, we were certainly amazed at 
first sight, to read that ‘‘ there are very few librarians or assistants of character 
and ability, who are either members or certificate holders of the [Library] 
Association.’’ We soon discovered, however, that by some strange irony of 
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fate, the little word ‘‘ not "' had dropped out between ‘‘ are’ and ‘‘ either "’ ; 
- ” make matters worse, the little word came at the very end of a line 
p. 74). 

The new edition has 100 more pages than the second edition, and com- 
prises fifteen divisions, as against nine. The first contains a ‘‘ Memoir'’ of 
Brown, to whom so many of us owe so much, not merely through his printed 
works, but as a result of the personal interest that he was wont to take in 
every youngster who was prepared to take librarianship seriously, The other 
divisions areas follows :—(2) Foundation, Committeesand Finance, (3) Staff. 
(4) Buildings. (5) Fittingsand Furniture. (6) Book Selection and Accession. 
(7) Classification and Shelf Arrangement. (8) Cataloguing, Filing and 
Indexing. (9) Maintenanceand Routine Work. (10) Rules and Regulations. 
(11) The Lending, or Home Reading Department. (12) The Reference 
Department. (13) Library Work with Children. (14) Library Development. 
(15) Museums and Art Galleries. 

Bibliographies are appended to the end of each chapter, and it is indica- 
tive of the advances made by librarianship, that whereas Brown had to 
confine himself very largely to periodical articles, it is now possible to refer 
the reader to other textbooks dealing with the subject. Where no monograph 
exists, Mr. Sayers has told us so, and it is hoped that as a consequence, the 
gaps will be made good ere long by some of our enthusiastic colleagues. 
Mr. Richard Wright, M.C., of Trowbridge, is responsible for the list of 
‘*tools’’ suggested for the librarian, familiarly known to us as ‘‘ The Librarian's 
Library.’’ 

The price of the volume may arouse some criticism, but as prices go to- 
day, we do not think that it can be regarded as excessive. Moreover, it will 
be remembered that the publishers originally offered the work to bona fide 
students at a considerably reduced cost. We hope that the work will have 
the support that it deserves from every librarian and assistant. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL NOTES. 


At Heme.—On Wednesday, March 3rd, an ‘‘ At Home,’’ kindly given by 
the Provost, Sir Gregory Foster and Dr. Baker, Director of the School, was held. 
After the reception, a very successful concert was given, which was enjoyed by 
everyone present. During the interval, short speeches were delivered by the 
Provost, Dr. Baker and by Sir John MacAlister. Refreshments were kindly 
provided before the concert and during the interval. This was the first social 
function held im connection with the school. It is proposed to hold others, 
and a Standing Committee is being formed, which will be responsible for the 
arrangements. 

Bibliography.—Throughout this term, students have been doing 
practical work, under the direction of Mr. Esdaile, on two bibliographies, 
** Sources of English Literature to 1700,'’ and ‘‘ Restoration Plays,'’ which 
are to be published when completed. 

Public Lecture.—On February 2nd, Prof. A. F. Pollard delivered a 
lecture entitled, ‘‘ The Library as a Laboratory.'’ He advocated the abolition 
of all restrictions placed upon the use of books by students. Afterwards he 
dealt in particular with the study of history and showed how students, by 
working systematically and recording all facts of importance discovered during 
research, would be able to add considerably to the knowledge already 

sed on any subject. 

Library Routine.—In connection with this class, visits have been paid 
to the following libraries during the present term, in order to study the 
various systems of administration in use, Dr. Williams’ Library, Central 
Library for Students, Chelsea Public Library, London Library, Royal 
Colonial Institute, and the Chemical Society’s Library. 
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